SANITARY AND SOCIAL SCIENCE.
REPORTS OF CITIES, TOWNS, & DISTRICTS.
ON THE AVERAGE MORTALITY AND PUBLIC HEALTH OF THE HASTINGS DISTRICT. ( Continued from vol, i, p. 419.) In the former paper was given the annual rate of mortality in the Hastings District, and also the number of deaths from the principal diseases occurring in each month and each season. It is interesting and important to consider also the relative proportion which the deaths from different diseases bear, (1) to the total number of deaths from all causes; and (2) especially to the population of the place. It Thus it will be seen that the river Stour at Canterbury passes through a gorge across the main line of the chalk hills, for the highest point of the chalk is on the left hand as we advance up the river. The elevation of the chalk must have taken place before the river flowed in its present bed, for the stream could never have forced its passage through a range of chalk hills from one to two hundred feet high ; indeed, upon examining the inclination of the strata, it is evident that, at some prior period, the chalk has been upheaved, which leaving other portions depressed, has allowed the water to find its course between its principal altitudes. Canterbury is therefore situated upon the chalk near the edge of the London basin, and also in part upon the beds of the plastic clay, whilst the whole of the centre is placed upon alluvial or modern debris.
Elevation. The city is reported to be from twelve or fifteen feet at its lowest, to about forty feet at its highest level above that of the sea, and there is no difficulty in procuring water by wells pierced into the chalk at any part of its area.
Water Supply. The 
